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     Westminster: Living Proof of a Loving God 
             A Message From the Engage Team 
 

At our LIFT Sunday on January 12, we explored the concept of 
generosity in new and different ways. The month of January is also 
when we make our financial commitment to our ministry together, to 

pledge to support the many ways we share God’s love here at Westminster.  
 
Throughout scripture we hear words of encouragement in generous giving. In Paul’s 
second letter to the church in Corinth, he writes, “You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us…” We are 
invited to give not out of obligation but out of gratitude for the gifts that God has given 
us. 
     
One of those gifts is certainly our Westminster family. Westminster Church is not the 
building but the people: the community we have fostered in this place throughout the 
years. In May of 2020, Westminster will have been a vital presence in West Hartford for 
70 years.  We know much has changed over those 70 years, but much has stayed the 
same. Westminster continues to proclaim God’s love in our community as we help those 
in need and build up our congregation so that they might faithfully follow Christ. Here 
we offer support for those who are struggling; here we feed the hungry and homeless 
and support families in need in the Hartford area; here we offer a warm and welcoming 
space for many members of our community in many different ways.  
 
We have done so much good, but we believe there is still more to do. If each of us 
increases our giving by 10%, we believe we could not only sustain but expand our 
great ministry.  Your increased support will not only offer your faith in 
Westminster’s direction but also show your faith in God’s power to be at work in 
and through us. Through you, we offer  living proof that God is alive and well in 
Westminster, West Hartford and New England. 
 
Pledge forms were already mailed out, but additional copies can be found at the back of 
the sanctuary. They can be placed in the offering basket or turned into the office.  For  a 
copy of your contribution statement for 2019, contact our bookkeeper, Jeannine 
Stimson, at bookkeeper@westpresby.org. Any questions about our  Stewardship 
campaign, please contact Cyndi Brown at scbrown11@mac.com.  
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Rescheduled Getting to Know You Gathering 
Wednesday, January 22 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Circle 

 
Due to the ice storm in December, we have rescheduled our winter Getting to Know 
You gathering to January 22, 2020 from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm to start off the new decade 
with a Happy New Year!  Getting to Know You is a daytime fellowship gathering open 
to all. Lasagna, bread and salads will be provided.  Please bring brownies, cookies or 
cupcakes to share for dessert.  Any questions, please contact Cyndi Brown at 860-561-
5049 or scbrown11@mac.com.  Hope you can join us for this festive start of the decade! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You’re Invited to a Journey of Generosity 

Friday, February 28 from 6:00 pm - 9:30 pm 
Saturday, February 29 from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

 
You are invited to join us for a conversation about generosity hosted by Greg and Karen 
Hammond.  The Journey of Generosity includes stories of generous givers, interactive 
discussions, reflection opportunities and Bible studies focused on the joy of living 
generously. 
 
Please know there is no participation fee and you will not be asked to give money. This 
time of fellowship is privately funded. The hope is that you leave feeling blessed, in 
addition to feeling encouraged and enriched in your journey. If your heart is stirred and 
your schedule allows, please register.  We look forward to spending time with you! 
 
For more information, please contact Greg Hammond at rgregoryh@yahoo.com. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:rgregoryh@yahoo.com
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Generosity Is… 
 

At the end of our LIFT morning on January 12, participants were given the opportunity 
to complete the sentence “Generosity is…”  These insights are amazing and we want to 
share them generously.  Look here each week for a few quotes from our Westminster 
family. 

 

New Art Exhibit is Now Open in the Covenant Room 
 

Our newest installation of art in the Covenant Room is now open.  Come in and see 14 
beautiful water color paintings of landscapes and flowers done by Donna Morrison, a 
member of Westminster since 2016. 
 
Donna, a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in private practice in West Hartford, was 
inspired to learn about the healing potential of art so she could help her clients by using 
creative art techniques in this work.  Donna has studied at the West Hartford Art League 
and the New Britain Museum of American Art.  
 
Donna is offering these paintings for sale at very reasonable prices to benefit this 
church’s youth mission work. Instructions on how to do this are posted in the 
Covenant Room as part of Donna’s Artist Statement. 
 
Stop in and see what we are talking about! 
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                               Gathered 
                   Westminster 20’s & 30’s 
 
Calling all Westminster 20's and 30's! Please join us on the 3rd Sunday 
of the month for Gathered. We will meet together for community and 
conversation from 11:15am - 12:45pm in the SMART room. Join us after 
worship today to dive into faith formation during times of transition in 
young adulthood. Feel free to bring a snack to share. Any questions, please 

contact Jenna Sheridan at jenna.sheridan@live.com or Callie Boone at 
callieboone93@gmail.com. 

              
                                    South Park Inn Needs You! 
 
For years Westminster Presbyterian Church has been there to provide and 
serve dinner to the residents of South Park Inn Homeless Shelter in 
Hartford, the fourth Tuesday of every month. Westminster is currently in 
need of volunteers for 2020 to make portions of these monthly meals and 
to serve at the shelter. 
  
Should you choose to be a server, servers arrive at the shelter at 75 Main St. in 
Hartford, around 4:30 p.m. and are finished by 7:00 p.m. at the latest. No cooking, 
clean up or set up is involved. You simply need to serve the food from behind a counter 
as people come through the line. Should you choose to prepare meals, you would 
deliver them to Westminster in a timely fashion for that week. The meals we provide 
are some of the few homemade they receive. It would include making a casserole, salad 
or purchasing store-bought cookies. 
 
Any questions, please contact Michael Seltzer at 727-430-9815 or via e-mail at 
michaelbpd10@gmail.com  or Adam Bender at  bendera9291@gmail.com  or  
860-655-9291. Thank you.  

 
            Chancel Flowers Donors Needed! 
 
We have many open dates this winter and spring for donors to 
purchase flowers to decorate the chancel or Fellowship Hall during 
worship.  After the flowers are enjoyed during the service they are 
broken up into bouquets that are delivered to "shut in" members, those 
experiencing an illness, grief, celebration or in thanks.  Our flower 

ministry is a powerful sign of the care we have for our members, and bouquets are 
always gratefully received.  Please see the sign up form on the Care team bulletin board 
or contact Nicole Aronson at nmachampagne@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:jenna.sheridan@live.com
mailto:callieboone93@gmail.com
mailto:michaelbpd10@gmail.com
mailto:bendera9291@gmail.com
mailto:nmachampagne@yahoo.com
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Prayers for Westminster Family and Friends 
  

Prayer concerns are also available through our weekly e-mail. If you’d like to receive 
Westminster’s weekly e-mail and other updates, or have prayer concerns you’d like to 
have shared, please contact Becky Kimberly at the church office at 860-521-6240 or  
e-mail office@westpresby.org or Nicole Aronson at nmachampagne@yahoo.com.  
  
We pray for…   
 Healing for Beth, George and Nancy Dewey’s daughter, as she continues to battle 

chronic Lyme disease; 
 Janet Wade-Utay’s sister Katheryn Atkins who is receiving treatment for breast 

cancer; 
 Efren Rivera, a friend from our May Puerto Rico mission trip, who has asked for 

prayers for his wife Athenit Vila, who has a reoccurrence of cancer and prayers for 
himself as he moves back to Connecticut to look for a job and place to live; 

 All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression; 
 Those who are caring for aging loved ones; 
 Communities affected by violence here at home and abroad. 
 
We grieve with… 
 The family of Esther Emmel who has passed away. Esther was the wife of the late 

Rev. Emmel who was a former pastor of Westminster from 1970-1980; 
 Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the death of loved ones. 
 
We continue to pray for. . . 
Alan Zapata; Mike McElroy’s partner Jane; El Harp; Jen Buffat; Susie Scoville’s 
brother John; Diane Smith; Muriel Sherman; Ma’Lynn Feingold; the Rev. Susan Power 
Trucksess’ daughter Kristen and her husband Ron; Peter Benner’s infant grand-niece 
Henley; Ron Buchanan; Dan Souza’s mother Mariann; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt Katie; 
Karen Wagner; Ellie Brown, friend of the Hammonds;  Anne Carney’s cousin DeAnn; 
Roz Montgomery’s family friend Jeff; Ann Cox’s friend Barbara; Becky Kimberly’s 
cousin Elizabeth; Art Riihimaki; Roz Montgomery; Marissa Torsiello; Eliza 
Cleaveland’s 7-year-old nephew Nathan; Jason Emery; Sara DeGraff’s sister; Len 
Oshinskie’s brother-in-law Greg; Gary; Cathy White; Russ Cormier’s mother Jen; and 
Ann Osoba’s mother Mary Jo.  
 

 



7 

 
                   Coffee Hour Hosts 

 

Coffee hour is a wonderful opportunity for the congregation to gather and 
check in with each other every week, as well as greet visitors.  An 
essential part of this wonderful ministry is our coffee hour hosts. Without 
coffee hour hosts, coffee hour would not be possible. In recent weeks we 
have simplified the coffee hour process to be much more streamlined. 
You do not need to bring a spread of food we only ask for one or two 

baked goods (store bought works!) plus setting out pretzels, water, cups, and the Keurig 
necessities.  If you are interested in being a coffee hour host, but feel that you are unable 
to set up and clean up please consider signing up to bring food for a week.  If you are 
interested in being part of this ministry please sign up using the sheet on the Care team 
bulletin board or contact Ashley Aronson at ashleymaronson@gmail.com or Marcia 
DeBolt at mdoty22@aol.com. 

 
Westminster Introduces New Giving Envelopes! 

 

As we enter into this Stewardship season, we are exploring new ways to give whether 
via our website with a credit card or even an app on your phone. Still, we understand 
that it is helpful to have envelopes for our pledge cards and checks.  Westminster now 
has self-addressed envelopes featuring our new logo. In order to be better stewards of 
our resources, we are no longer ordering weekly printed pledge envelopes. Instead we 
are offering self-addressed envelopes that can be used in a variety of ways, including for 
pledges and other donations. If you’re interested in receiving some of these Westminster 
envelopes, contact Becky Kimberly at office@westpresby.org. 

     

 

This Week’s Church Activities 
Sun. Jan. 19  8:00 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal            Handbell Room 
   9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
   9:00 am Westminster Salon            Covenant Room 
  10:00 am Worship Service          Sanctuary 
  11:15 am Gathered       Smart Room 
   5:00 pm CHAOS Youth Group             Fellowship Hall 
Tues. Jan. 21 12:00 pm Staff Meeting                   Smart Room 
   7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting     Smart Room 
Weds. Jan. 22 11:30 am Getting to Know You Luncheon  Fireside Circle 
   7:00 pm LIFT Team Meeting     Smart Room 
Thurs. Jan. 23  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal     Choir Room 
Sun. Jan. 26  8:00 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal            Handbell Room 
   9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
   9:00 am Westminster Salon            Covenant Room 
  10:00 am Worship Service          Sanctuary 
   5:00 pm Youth Mission Trip Meeting            Covenant Room 
   5:00 pm CHAOS Youth Group             Fellowship Hall 

mailto:ashleymaronson@gmail.com
mailto:mdoty22@aol.com
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Westminster Presbyterian Church Vision & Mission Statements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
Leadership of Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church    2080 Boulevard     West Hartford, Connecticut  06107 
    Phone: 860-521-6240     E-mail: office@westpresby.org    Web:  www.westpresby.org 

Mike McElroy, Church Sexton 
Paul D. Sigler, Church Sexton Assistant 

Wanda Bender, Security Coordinator   
Jeannine Stimson, Bookkeeper 

The Rev. Julie Emery, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dr. Stuart Paul Duncan, Minister of Music  

Karen Hammond, Director of Faith Formation 
Becky Kimberly, Church Administrator 

 

Westminster is a vital, engaging, inclusive family of faith that serves God by: 
supporting each other on our spiritual journeys, sharing the gifts we have been given, 

and demonstrating the love and justice of Christ in our community and world. 
 

Westminster offers living proof of a loving God.  

Flourish   
Nicole Aronson, Elder    

Heather McBride, Elder 

Worship  
Marie MacKellar–Nogueira, Elder 

Jenna Sheridan, Elder                              

Engage 
Barbara Riihimaki, Elder 

 

Sustain 
Myles Altimus, Elder 
Anne Carney, Clerk 
David Hall, Elder 

Care 
Ashley Aronson, Deacon 

Nicole Aronson, Elder    
JoAnne Berry, Deacon 
Marcia DeBolt, Deacon 

Ma’Lynn Feingold, Deacon 
Jean Summers, Deacon 

Serve 
Adam Bender, Deacon 

Tom Buckley, Elder 
Helena Offei, Deacon 
Len Oshinskie, Elder 

Michael Seltzer, Deacon 
Nancy Souza, Deacon 
Nathan Souza, Deacon 


