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“Awake to Wonder” by Lisle Gwynn Garrity



Welcome Elder Lisa Baker asWelcome Elder Lisa Baker as
our Guest Preacher This Sundayour Guest Preacher This Sunday

Please join us in welcoming the Elder Lisa
Baker as our guest preacher this Sunday. Lisa
is an Elder at Martin Luther King Jr.
Community Presbyterian Church, where she
co-chairs the Mission and Preparedness
Committees. She is a past Moderator of the
Presbytery of Southern New England. She is
also a member of the Presbytery’s Round
Table. She is the Presbytery’s representative
to Synod where she is the convener of the
Connectional Ministries team. Her heartfelt
passion is evident in her long term
commitment to Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, where she is a long-term National
Response Volunteer. She is not certain there
is life outside of Presbyterianism but, when
she can, she delights in her family. She has
been blessed to have been quarantined with
her 2.5-year-old grandson under the same
roof. Her hope and dream is to go to
seminary if God says the same!
 

Worship With Us This Sunday!Worship With Us This Sunday!

1st Sunday of Advent1st Sunday of Advent

ScriptureScripture
Luke 21:25-36

SermonSermon
"Homesick or Home Sick?"

Elder Lisa Baker

Worship BulletinWorship Bulletin



10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship Link10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship Link

Zoom Meeting IDZoom Meeting ID: 822 3301 6989: 822 3301 6989

Any questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the officeAny questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the office
at at office@westpresby.orgoffice@westpresby.org..

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/53d7c3f3-dc75-49b4-a169-7f5db01edfa4.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/bb2e27fa-bb23-4a0c-b12e-d130008bf508.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82233016989
mailto:office@westpresby.org


Bring the Joy of Christmas to Those in Need:Bring the Joy of Christmas to Those in Need:
Through Magi Gifts and Angel GiftsThrough Magi Gifts and Angel Gifts

Magi Gifts for South Park Inn Homeless ShelterMagi Gifts for South Park Inn Homeless Shelter

During this Christmas season, Westminster will be collecting Magi gifts,
also known as white gifts, to be distributed on behalf of our Ministry at
the South Park Inn (SPI) homeless shelter. SPI offers support for those
struggling with homelessness by offering shelter and personalized
support. They have shared a wish list of items in greatest need at this
time. These items can be found in the online sign-up. Please click here
to choose your donations.

Online Sign-up for Magi GiftsOnline Sign-up for Magi Gifts

Angel Gifts for Covenant to Care ClientsAngel Gifts for Covenant to Care Clients

Throughout the year, but especially during the Christmas season,
Westminster works closely with our Covenant to Care social worker
Nadia at the Department of Children and Families (DCF).  She identifies
her clients’ needs and matches them with our generous donations.
Once the wish list is received, an online sign-up will be created with the

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084aaaa92ba2f85-magi


children’s wishes. There you will find a child’s name, age, gender and
their desired gift. The desired gift is just a suggestion and all gifts are
welcome. 

If you would prefer to make a monetary donation, checks can be made
out to "Westminster Presbyterian Church" with a note in the memo line
"South Park Inn" or "Covenant to Care".  

Gifts can be dropped off at the church Monday – Friday, 9:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. or on Sundays during worship. Donations must be received
no later than Monday Dec 20th. Questions? Please contact Ellen Smith
at 860-402-7198 or elsmith_2000@yahoo.comelsmith_2000@yahoo.com..

Together, the Magi gifts for our adult friends at South Park Inn and
your gift donations for the children at Covenant to Care, demonstrate
the enduring love and support that the Westminster congregation is so
well known for in our community.

On behalf of the Deacons, we are very grateful for all contributions
throughout the year and wish to thank everyone at Westminster for
their commitment, support and love.

Thanks,

Ellen

Advent Devotional "Close to Home"Advent Devotional "Close to Home"

During this Advent season we will
be using resources from a
Sanctified Art’s “Close to Home”
for worship. To supplement our
time on Sunday’s we are also
providing a daily Advent
Devotional. You can pick one up in
the Sanctuary the next two
Sundays or next week in the
office. If you have questions
contact Elder Nicole Aronson at
nmachampagne@yahoo.comnmachampagne@yahoo.com or
860-839-4260.

mailto:elsmith_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:nmachampagne@yahoo.com


Using Visio Divina or "Divine Seeing"Using Visio Divina or "Divine Seeing"
to Explore Advent Themesto Explore Advent Themes

Adult Education Series Begins December 5Adult Education Series Begins December 5
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Covenant RoomSundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Covenant Room

Please join us for Adult Education on December 5 and 19 at 9:00 am in
the Smart Room or online. We’ll use Visio Divina to explore the Advent
themes of Peace and Love. 

Visio Divina, latin for “divine seeing,” is a method of meditation,
reflection, and prayer through a process of intentional seeing. We will
be engaging with visuals that reflect Peace and Love to more fully
immerse ourselves in the Advent spirit. There is no “right” way to do
this, so please come as you are!

Alyssa Kissel, our YDS intern, will be guiding us through this way of
studying God and scripture. If you have any questions about our Visio
Divina Adult Education Bible study, please reach out to Alyssa at
alyssa.kissel@yale.edualyssa.kissel@yale.edu.

Please note there will not be an Adult Education gathering thisPlease note there will not be an Adult Education gathering this
Sunday.Sunday.

Session HighlightsSession Highlights

Session met on Wednesday, November 17th for its monthly stated
meeting. One topic involved enhancing communication within and
around the church. The Session agreed to share a brief summary of
each month's meeting highlights with the congregation. Here are this
month’s highlights:

Future of Westminster TeamFuture of Westminster Team

Pam Rekow, chair of MR&P, shared updates from the "Future of

http://alyssa.kissel@yale.edu


Westminster Team" (made up of Pam along with Cyndi Brown of MR&P,
plus Elders Tom Buckley and Larry Carr). The team shared actions
being taken to keep the church running while Pastor Julie is on leave,
and an overview of how the team is planning for Westminster's future.
The Session has an all-day retreat planned for Saturday, December 4th
to focus more intentionally on this.  

The Way Forward TeamThe Way Forward Team

The Way Forward Team brought forth a series of recommendations for
Westminster's COVID-related policies, and all motions passed. The team
continues to review guidelines from Connecticut public health experts
and the CDC as it evaluates Westminster’s policies for members and
visitors. Here is a summary of those motions:

Worshippers will now be able to enjoy singing while
masked.
Masks are required in all common areas at all times.
Masks are recommended for rental groups utilizing the
Fellowship Hall and Fireside Circle, although the groups can
allow removal of masks in only those areas of the building
at their discretion.
Westminster will allow memorial service receptions, coffee
hour, and catering by rental groups while following the
mask policy when not consuming food or drink.
Communion can include bread and juice, but not by
intinction or passed person-to-person while seated.
Logistics will be planned by the Worship Team in
coordination with Session.

Motion Regarding Rev. Julie Emery's LeaveMotion Regarding Rev. Julie Emery's Leave

Session approved a motion to continue to pay 100% of Julie's salary
until a decision is made by the Board of Pensions’ disability insurer on
her short-term disability claim.

Updates from Ministry TeamsUpdates from Ministry Teams

Session heard updates from the ministry teams. Highlights include:

Worship: Christmas planning is underway, which includes
the return of the traditional 5:00pm Christmas Eve pageant
and 9:00pm candlelight service.
Flourish: The team is working on further planning for Adult
Ed. The youth ministries calendar has been indefinitely
suspended due to lack of participation; a survey was sent
to families, and results are being gathered.
Care: Elder Nicole Aronson was formally authorized to serve
home communion during Julie's absence.
Serve: Thanksgiving baskets were prepared for Covenant to
Care. Magi Gifts for South Park Inn and Angel Gifts for
Covenant to Care are all looking very successful!

If you would like additional information or to see the complete meeting
minutes, please contact Clerk of Session Heather McBride at
h.mcbride@gmail.com.



Help People on the StreetsHelp People on the Streets

Have you seen someone holding a sign similar to this one? We have a
great idea for how you can provide some help! During one of our LIFT
Sundays this fall we put together "Car Care Kits". These care kits
include a water bottle, some snacks, a toothbrush and a little note
letting the recipient know that they are loved.

There are still kits available at the back of the sanctuary! Pick up a
couple the next time you are at Westminster. They are great to keep in
your car for the next time you drive by someone on the street who is in
need of a little help.

Winter Idea: Purchase some disposable hand or foot warmers to
include in each kit you hand out! 



Westminster Joyfully WelcomedWestminster Joyfully Welcomed
New Members on Sunday, November 7New Members on Sunday, November 7

Westminster joyfully accepted three new members on Sunday,
November 7th. Please join us in giving them a give a warm welcome!

Alyssa KisselAlyssa Kissel
Hi Westminster! My name is
Alyssa Kissel. I'm from Rockland
County, New York, where I grew
up with my mom, dad, younger
sister, and many pets. I'm
currently residing in New Haven,



Connecticut while pursuing a
Master of Divinity degree at Yale
Divinity School, and interning at
Westminster Presbyterian Church!
I love hiking, baking, worshiping,
sipping tea, and learning. I'm so
honored to be a part of
Westminster's community and to
celebrate Christ with you all! 

Joanna Meyers Joanna Meyers 
Joanna and her husband,
Benjamin, and children Caleb (age
7) and Madeline (age 5) moved
from the Washington, DC area to
West Hartford two years ago and
have enjoyed attending
Westminster since their
move. Joanna is an attorney for
CVS Health. She is a native of the
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia and
lived in the Washington, DC area
for fifteen years, first attending
law school at The George
Washington University Law School
and then practicing law in private
practice and as in-house
counsel. Outside of work, Joanna
stays busy with her kids' activities
and enjoying time outdoors as a
family. During COVID, she also
enjoyed a socially distanced,
outside women's book club and
exercise group. 

Nancy Deming Nancy Deming 
The First Presbyterian Church of
Poughkeepsie, NY., is where I was
born and raised. Having taught all
levels K-12 in Hartford, W.
Hartford and Ridgefield, (Bilingual
Ed., Regular Ed., Spanish, French)
I'm thoroughly loving retirement!
Now I spend my time
kayaking, hiking, singing in the
Danbury Concert Choir,
volunteering in my condo
community and working for a local
dog rescue. I'm looking forward to
traveling again, once I feel the
time is right for me.

Sharing Fellowship with Friends at SeaburySharing Fellowship with Friends at Seabury



Alyssa Kissel, our Yale Divinity Student Intern and Care Elder Nicole
Aronson, visited with friends from Westminster Presbyterian Church
and First Presbyterian Church to celebrate communion and fellowship
at Seabury. Pictured from left to right are Carolann Purcell, the Rev.
Ralph Sundquist, Shirley Gerren, Muriel Sherman, Alyssa Kissel, Shirley
Dudley and Alice Cruikshank.



Any questions or to learn how you can help withAny questions or to learn how you can help with
this celebration, please contact Callie Boone,this celebration, please contact Callie Boone,
Minister of Music at Minister of Music at music@westpresby.orgmusic@westpresby.org..

Prayers of the PeoplePrayers of the People

We pray for those near and far:We pray for those near and far:

Janet Wade-Utay who is recovering from a knee injury;
Jon Scoville, Susie Scoville's brother, who is undergoing tests for a
heart issue;
Barbara Riihimaki who is recovering from a broken wrist;
Bob Raney and his parents, Bob and Peggy Raney, as Bob's dad
reaches the end of his life;
Kathryn Johnson, Karen Sprout's sister, who is dealing with a
relapse of her cancer;
All who are sick or struggling with chronic illness in this time. May
they be comforted;
All who are worried for themselves or for the safety of their loved
ones. May they find peace in God's presence;
All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression.

mailto:music@westpresby.org


May they know God's steadfast love;
Those who are caring for aging loved ones. May they be
heartened and refreshed;
Communities affected by violence and injustice. May they be
sustained and strengthened.

We grieve with...We grieve with...

Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the
death of loved ones. May they be comforted.

We continue to pray for...We continue to pray for...

Diane Smith; Jane Sebolt; Sally West; Gary Holloway; Rev. Julie Emery;
Barbara Riihimaki's brother, Alan; Charles Griffen; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt
Katie; Yvonne Smith; El Harp; Liz Grabber's father, Charlie Allen; Sally
and Howard West; Doreen Springsteen-Gibbes; Ralph Sundquist; Karen
Wagner's friends AJ and Ranjit; Helena Offei's husband, Yaw; Rhoda
Bannon; Jenna Sheridan's friend, MaryElla; Marissa Torsiello; Karen
Sprout’s sister, Kathryn; Ethan Amundsen; Stella Madjitey; Barbara
Riihimaki's cousin Gordon; Peter Benner; Jen Buffat; Muriel Sherman;
and Sara DeGraff's sister.

Session Members (Teams)Session Members (Teams)

Heather McBride, Clerk h.mcbride@gmail.comh.mcbride@gmail.com
Nicole Aronson (Care) nmachampagne@yahoo.comnmachampagne@yahoo.com
Tom Buckley (Serve) tbtrailrun@hotmail.comtbtrailrun@hotmail.com
Larry Carr (Flourish) larryrcarr@gmail.comlarryrcarr@gmail.com  
Ken Garrison (Worship) euph115@gmail.comeuph115@gmail.com
David Hall (Sustain) hdhall262@yahoo.comhdhall262@yahoo.com
Greg Hammond (Engage) rgregoryh@yahoo.comrgregoryh@yahoo.com
John Rhine (Sustain) j.rhine@comcast.netj.rhine@comcast.net
Barbara Riihimaki (Engage) bdriih@gmail.combdriih@gmail.com
Michael Seltzer (Serve) michaelbpd10@gmail.commichaelbpd10@gmail.com

www.westpresby.orgwww.westpresby.org

mailto:h.mcbride@gmail.com
mailto:nmachampagne@yahoo.com
mailto:tbtrailrun@hotmail.com
mailto:larryrcarr@gmail.com
mailto:euph115@gmail.com
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