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“Freedom” by Zenos Frudakis, Philadelphia

Dear Westminster,

This Sunday Jesus asks, “Do you believe I am able to do this?” He
asks us to wonder about how much power we think God truly has in
this world, in our world. He asks us to wonder whether we can
suspend our disbelief enough to trust Jesus with our future. He asks



us how our faithfulness might be essential to our own healing and the
healing of our communities. 

This week, I came across the following short poem by Mong-Lan, a
poet, visual artist, and dancer who was born in Saigon and left
Vietnam with her family on the last day of the evacuation of the city in
1975. I love how the poem begins with a “&” - almost beginning with
a breath, mid-sentence, crashing in just as she suggests hope might
do. 

May hope crash through our doors this week. May hope surprise us
and flip us upside-down. And may hope be cultivated by our own
efforts and practices of faith, so that we might be ready when she
arrives.

In hope and faith,

Julie
Elegy by Mong-LanElegy by Mong-Lan

& what if hope crashes through the door what if

that lasts a somersault?

hope for serendipity

even if a series of meals were all between us

even if the aeons lined up out

of order

what are years if not measured by trees

Worship With Us This Sunday!Worship With Us This Sunday!

20th Sunday After Pentecost20th Sunday After Pentecost
World Communion SundayWorld Communion Sunday

ScriptureScripture
Matthew 9:18-31

 

SermonSermon
Questions Jesus Asked:

“Do You Believe That I Am Able To Do This?”
The Rev. Julie EmeryThe Rev. Julie Emery



Worship BulletinWorship Bulletin

10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship Link10:00 a.m. Sunday Hybrid Worship Link

Zoom Meeting IDZoom Meeting ID: 822 3301 6989: 822 3301 6989

Please note the new Zoom link and meeting ID.Please note the new Zoom link and meeting ID.
The link on Westminster's website has also been updated. AnyThe link on Westminster's website has also been updated. Any

questions, contact Becky Kimberly in the officequestions, contact Becky Kimberly in the office
at at office@westpresby.orgoffice@westpresby.org..

Please join us for fellowship on the patio orPlease join us for fellowship on the patio or
remain online for virtual coffee hour.remain online for virtual coffee hour.

Sharing the Good NewsSharing the Good News
Exploring the Complicated Term: EvangelismExploring the Complicated Term: Evangelism

LIFT Sunday, October 17 at 10:00 a.m.LIFT Sunday, October 17 at 10:00 a.m.

https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/89b57a19-698b-4d8d-b96c-dcc4aa7df9a3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/bb2e27fa-bb23-4a0c-b12e-d130008bf508.pdf?rdr=true
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82233016989
mailto:office@westpresby.org


LIFT(Living In Faith Together)
Evangelism… it’s become a word that we don’t like to use. It sounds
like knocking on doors and talking to strangers about Jesus. Or it
sounds like holding up signs at a football game to let the world know
about eternal salvation. Or maybe it just means trying to get 50 new
church members this year. And none of those things feel particularly
exciting.

The real meaning of evangelism IS exciting. Evangelism is simply
sharing the good news. The good news of the Gospel is that God
fiercely loves each of us and is actively at work in our world. And this
good news gets shared when it fills us up so much that it just spills
over and out into the world. Evangelism is a joyful way of life!

But how do we get there? The PC (USA) is offering a new program
called 8 Habits of Evangelism. Each of these habits is a spiritual
discipline that can help us live a more “good news-filled” life. So we’ll
use this program as our theme for LIFT this year. At each LIFT
morning this year we’ll dive into one of these habits to see what we
can learn and how it might apply to our lives.

Join us at our next LIFT on October 17 as we look at the first habit -
Radical Welcome. Radical Welcome goes beyond the spirit of
hospitality and welcoming visitors. Radical Welcome seeks to bring us
into a place of equity and equality for EVERYONE.

As we spend the morning working through this, we’ll do it in our own
LIFT way. We’ll combine worship, learning, connection with others,
mission, activities and fun. And we’ll do all of this as a group of people
of all ages - everyone is welcome.

So mark your calendar and plan to join us - we think you’ll find that
the morning fills you with very good news indeed!

LIFT(Living In Faith Together)
Sunday October 17
10:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Everyone is welcome!



Peace and Global Witness OfferingPeace and Global Witness Offering
This Sunday, October 10This Sunday, October 10

Westminster is participating in the Peace and Global Witness Offering
through the PC(USA). Funds given to this offering are intended to
support efforts of peacemaking and reconciliation in our community
and throughout the world. 50% of our collection will go to the
Presbyterian Mission Agency, which is the active mission arm of
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and is at work in efforts throughout
our world. 25% of the collection will go toward the mission work of
the Presbytery of Southern New England, our regional body. The final
25% will stay in our community, and the Session has voted to have
those funds go toward our work with the Greater Hartford Interfaith
Action Alliance (GHIAA). 

Our Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote
the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our own
communities and across the world. Your gifts will help more people
experience the freedom and dignity that Christ wants for everyone,
everywhere — regardless of boundaries or the walls that separate us.



Let us offer the Peace of Christ in all times and all ways. Click hereClick here for
more information about this special offering.

Join us for a Westminster Fall Clean-upJoin us for a Westminster Fall Clean-up
(There will be cider and donuts!)(There will be cider and donuts!)

October 23, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.October 23, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Join us as we clean up our church grounds in preparation for winter.
Enjoy warm mulled cider and donuts and catch up with friends from
Westminster.
 

When:When: Saturday, October 23, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Feel
free to come at any point during that time and stay for as long as
you can. (Rain date: Oct. 30)
Who:Who: EVERYONE! We’ll have projects for all ages and ability
levels. Even if you’re not able to weed or wash windows, come
and socialize.
What to wear:What to wear: Clothing and shoes that can get dirty. Long
pants/shirts to protect legs and arms.

 
Weather permitting, we’ll be weeding in the hillside plantings on
Boulevard and cleaning up the Memorial Garden. We’ll also be
washing windows.
 
Tools to bring if you have them:Tools to bring if you have them:

Pruning snips/shears
Weed wackers
Rakes for gathering weeds, debris - we will not be doing leaf
raking other than in the Memorial Garden
Gloves
Rubber gloves (for window washing)
Rags for window washing
Squeegees for window washing
 (No leaf blowers needed)

 
Contact Barbara Riihimaki at 860.803.9090 or bdriih@gmail.com with

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/peace-global-witness/
mailto:bdriih@gmail.com


any questions.
 
We look forward to seeing you Oct. 23!

Worship Team Needs You!Worship Team Needs You!
Fun Volunteer Job on Sunday MorningsFun Volunteer Job on Sunday Mornings

The Worship Team has truly enjoyed seeing everyone in worship,
either in-person or virtually, these last few weeks.

We have combined our traditional usher and greeter job into one and
are looking for people to help out on Sunday mornings. It's a fun and
simple job that allows for participation of all ages. It's also a great
way to catch up with old friends and make new ones! Here's what it
involves:

Show up 15 minutes before worship
Greet people entering the sanctuary and hand out bulletins
Be welcoming to visitors, answer any questions and make sure
they feel at home

For those interested, please send an email to Callie Boone and Ken
Garrison on the Worship Team at worshipteamwpc@gmail.com. We
would be more than happy to answer any questions you may have.

Adult EducationAdult Education
This Sunday, October 10 at 9:00 a.m.This Sunday, October 10 at 9:00 a.m.

This Sunday we will gather in the Covenant Room at 9:00 am. for our
Adult Education program.

This week we will return to our Westminster Salon format with a
discussion on The New York Times opinion piece, "The Pandemic and

mailto:worshipteamwpc@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/6c3c35bb001/9e5c443f-fb06-48f3-b064-2cee6b400749.pdf?rdr=true


the Will of God" by Ross Douthat. John Berman will lead the
discussion.

Any questions or for more information about our Adult Education
offerings, please contact Larry Carr, Flourish Elder at
LarryRCarr@gmail.comLarryRCarr@gmail.com

A Celebration of the Life of Ed CarneyA Celebration of the Life of Ed Carney
Saturday, October 16 at 1:00 p.m.Saturday, October 16 at 1:00 p.m.

A Service of Witness to the Resurrection in
celebration of the life of Ed Carney will be held
in the sanctuary at Westminster on Saturday,
October 16 at 1:00 p.m. You can read Ed's
obituary herehere.

Prayers of the PeoplePrayers of the People

We pray for those near and far:We pray for those near and far:

El Harp who has been hospitalized;
Liz Grabber’s father and mother, Charlie Allen and Barbara as
Charlie begins at home hospice care;
All who are sick or struggling with chronic illness in this time.
May they be comforted;
All who are worried for themselves or for the safety of their
loved ones. May they find peace in God's presence;
All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression.
May they know God's steadfast love;
Those who are caring for aging loved ones. May they be
heartened and refreshed;
Communities affected by violence and injustice. May they be
sustained and strengthened.

We celebrate with...We celebrate with...

The Rev. Nancy McLaren and Alber Baseel who were married on
September 25 (see photo below);
Roz Montgomery and her happy return to CT. You can write or
call her at her new address;

35 Fawnbrook Ln

mailto:LarryRCarr@gmail.com
https://www.hollandfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Mr-George-Edward-Carney-Jr?obId=22059311&fbclid=IwAR0igCD_ttejRNu7O4Y7p_FhZnooVAvasElWaAScKXA_fb3RM8rpsk01W6Y#/obituaryInfo


Simsbury, CT 06070
(860) 217-9050;

We grieve with...We grieve with...

Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the
death of loved ones. May they be comforted.

We continue to pray for...We continue to pray for...

Donna Morrison; Sally and Howard West; Barbara Riihimaki's brother
Alan; Louise Carr; Anne Carney; Judy Moss; Doreen Springsteen-
Gibbes; Rachel Lloyd's Aunt Katie;  Ralph Sundquist; Karen Wagner's
friends AJ and Ranjit; Helena Offei's husband, Yaw; Rhoda Bannon;
Janet Wade-Utay's brother, George and sister-in-law, Jen; Art
Riihimaki; Jenna Sheridan's friend, MaryElla; Marissa Torsiello; Karen
Sprout’s sister, Kathryn; Ethan Amundsen; Stella Madjitey; Barbara
Riihimaki's cousin Gordon; Peter Benner; Jen Buffat; Muriel Sherman;
Janet Wade-Utay's sister Katheryn Atkin; and Sara DeGraff's sister.

Congratulations to the Rev. Nancy McLaren and Alber Baseel who
were married on September 25 at First Presbyterian Church, Hartford.

www.westpresby.orgwww.westpresby.org

http://www.westpresby.org

