
Dear Westminster, 
 
As our community and state move through phases for opening, many of us are 
asking the question, “When can we get back to church?” For some, there is 
longing to be back in a familiar and comforting space. For others, there is concern 
for those groups who rent our space and want to get back to “normal.” For 
others, there is concern for the many support groups who use our building to 
connect and support one another as they seek to be healthy in mind and spirit. 
We are blessed to be a resource of support and connection for many. 
 
Still, as a church, we also need to take many things into consideration: 

 Those who continue to be most vulnerable in each of these communities. 
Each of these aforementioned groups: the church community, rental groups 
and support groups, have within them those who are at high risk of death 
from the virus that continues to be present in our community. While the 
governor's regulations have changed, the virus has not gone away.   

 Additionally, as a church we must consider our commitment to hospitality 
and welcome. If the number of people gathering are restricted, how do we 
deal with the need to ‘turn away’ people at our doors when we reach 
capacity? 

 As we consider the options for a phased re-opening, we also must take into 
consideration the risks and demands put on our staff. As the building opens 
up to community members, we place our staff members at risk and ask 
more demands of them to keep the building clean, sanitized and safe. 

 
All this is to say, planning for re-opening will take time, discernment, and 
foresight. 
 
In August, the Session of Westminster voted to continue with our 
virtual church worship and meetings for the foreseeable future. We do 
this with an abundance of caution, as well as a deep commitment to justice, 
welcome, and compassion for the vulnerable.   
 
That said, The Way Forward Team was formed to address building usage and 
reopening plans on a case-by-case basis. We will slowly, cautiously discern what 
might be appropriate and safe opportunities to use our grounds and building.   
 
In the meantime, we will continue to be the church wherever we are in many 
ways: 

 We will continue to worship together virtually joining our community of faith 
with First Presbyterian Church of Hartford. 

 We will continue to do committee and ministry team work through Zoom 
meetings. 



 We will continue to reach out to one another, caring for our members with 
online gatherings, phone calls and notes, prayer and other opportunities for 
connection.   

 We will continue to support our families with virtual children’s sermons and 
Zoom parties. 

 We will continue to actively work to love our neighbors: feeding the hungry, 
serving the needy and working toward justice in our community. 

 
We give thanks for our community of faith, the deep care we have for one 
another, and the ongoing commitment we share toward justice and care for our 
community, especially for those in need. We give thanks for our ability to be the 
church wherever we are.  We give thanks for you, each one of you, and the 
blessing you are to Westminster.  
 
In gratitude, 

 
Rev. Julie Emery 

 
 

 

  

 


