June 20, 2021

Jesus Calms the Storm by Jesus MAFA

Dear Westminster,
This Sunday we hear Mark’s telling of a storm that came up as Jesus
and the disciples were crossing a sea. Most of the disciples were
seafaring fisherman, but it was stormy enough to frighten even them.
And yet, Jesus is not worried. He is asleep in the bottom of the boat.
As some of you know, I grew up the daughter of a sailor, so I spent
my summers on or near water learning to navigate the wind and
waves of Lake Michigan. And wind is a finicky thing - it can change
directions and force quickly, forcing a sailor to be constantly alert to
needed adjustments. Sailing takes a certain amount of vigilance and
attention: watching waves, watching wind, noticing the slightest
movements of the boat as it responds to the weather.
For some of us, the pandemic has felt like a call to constant vigilance,
constant discernment of health decisions, constant worry about our
country or our community or our family. It has been exhausting. Even
a seasoned sailor needs to come into a calm harbor and lower an
anchor every once in awhile, so that they might rest. No one can keep
up constant vigilance, attention, worry… forever. For many of us, the
worry has diminished significantly for various reasons… but perhaps
we have not yet come into the harbor, perhaps we have not yet found
space to rest. And if that is you - maybe it helps to be reminded that
Jesus is with you in the boat. Jesus is right there, ready at any time to
say, “Peace, Be still!”
This Sunday we’ll talk more about the storms we’ve been
experiencing, about the ways Jesus responded to the storm and how
we might hear his voice crying “Peace,” even now. I hope you will join
us. But even more, I hope that you might find some peace and calm
in whatever storm you might be facing.
In Faith,
Julie

Worship With Us This Sunday!

4th Sunday After Pentecost
Scripture Reading
Mark 4:35-41
Sermon
The Rev. Julie Emery

10:30 a.m. Zoom Sunday Worship
Meeting ID: 824 5216 5808
Passcode: 523340

Show Your Support for First Presbyterian
Church's Annual Strawberry Festival
Proceeds from First Presbyterian’s Strawberry Festival shortcakes will
benefit the 2022 service trips to Puerto Rico. Westminster members
will benefit from the shortcake sales, so we ask that you consider how
you might assist in this important and enjoyable fundraiser. We are
looking for volunteers during the sales times, and at other times as
well. Please click the link here to see where there are still
needs. Consider attending the event and please tell your friends and
neighbors! Details are listed below.

At this event, there will also be an opportunity to browse and shop
goods from local artisans, vendors, and 'makers,' enjoy face painting
and kid-friendly activities, buy a gyro from the Hartford-famous Baba
Ghanoush food truck, and hear from activists and musicians leading
an event "The Art of Resistance from Ferguson to Palestine" this
Saturday from 2:00-4:00 pm, all while enjoying strawberry shortcake,
as well! We hope you can join us!

Join Joanna Sprout for a Play in Bushnell Park
KILL MOVE PARADISE
Performed by Playhouse on Park Theatre

A note from Joanna Sprout:
Playhouse on Park Theatre in West Hartford has taken on a
challenging yet highly important and relevant work called KILL MOVE
PARADISE, which will be performed in Bushnell Park in Hartford.
As a Board member at the Playhouse, I serve on the Diversity, Equity
& Inclusion Taskforce, which is working to ensure that we as a theatre
do everything we can to support the cast, crew, and audiences to
make sure this production is done with sensitivity in a way that
entertains, educates, and challenges its audience.
Invitation to Westminster: As part of our church’s commitment to
Black Lives Matter and furthering our collective anti-racist
education efforts, I would be grateful to gather a group from
Westminster to go to the show with me on Thursday, June 24 at
7pm.
Ticket info can be found here, along with info on parking & pre-show
entertainment. There is open seating, bring your own chair. Please
email me at sproutjoanna@gmail.com and please copy Rev. Julie at
jemery@westpresby.org to let us know if you are coming by
Wednesday June 23.
About the Play:
Directly influenced by the 2014
murder of 12-year-old Tamir Rice
by a member of the Cleveland
Police Department, James Ijames’
New York Times Critics Pick play
KILL MOVE PARADISE was
developed in 2016 at the Victory
Gardens Theatre in Chicago, Illinois
and premiered in 2017 at the
National Black Theatre in New
York, New York. This raw, eyeopening production tells the story of Isa, Daz, Grif, and Tiny, four
black men who find themselves stuck in a cosmic waiting room in the
afterlife. This play, inspired by the ever-growing list of slain unarmed
black men and women, is a portrait of those lost — not as statistics,
but as heroes who deserve to be seen for the splendid beings they
are, and as symbols of life and hope. Gone but never forgotten, KILL
MOVE PARADISE illustrates the possibilities of collective
transformation and radical acts of joy.

Save the Date: Called Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 27 at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom

On Sunday, June 27 at 10:00 a.m., we will join together before
worship for a brief congregational meeting for the purpose of electing
new officers. The meeting will be held via Zoom (please see link
below). Any questions, please contact Becky Kimberly at
office@westrpresby.org or call 860-521-6240 x100.
Zoom link to Congregational Meeting

Westminster Together!

Join us for an ice cream treat and catch up with
friends from Westminster!
When: Sunday, June 27, 2021, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Feel free to
come and stay for as long as you can. (Rain Date: July 11)
Where: Church parking lot
Who: EVERYONE! Even if you’re not eating ice cream, come and
socialize.
What to bring:
A donation for the West Hartford Food Pantry. Ice cream will be
free, but we are collecting food items to help our community
members in need. Click here for a list of key items the food
pantry needs. Reminder: check the expiration dates before
donating!
Lawn chairs, blankets, etc. We’ll have activities for children.
Contact Barbara Riihimaki at bdriih@gmail.com or 860.803.9090 with
any questions.
We look forward to seeing you June 27!

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming
Fellowship Events!
Yard Goats Faith & Family Night
Saturday, Aug. 21, 2021
Late afternoon/evening
Game starts at 6:05 p.m.
Unity Art Project and Picnic Lunch
September TBD
Fall Clean-up and Donuts
October TBD

Stay tuned for details.

June is LGBT Pride Month

LGBTQ Definitions Every
Good Ally Should Know

by Alia E. Dastagir USA TODAY

Millions of Americans identify as LGBTQ, and like any group, they
have their own language to talk about who they are and the
challenges they face in a society that doesn't fully accept or protect
them.
If you want to be an ally, these terms might help. This list is by no
means exhaustive, and some of these terms – because they are so
personal – likely mean different things to different people. If you're
puzzled by a term and feel like you can ask someone you love in the
LGBTQ community to help you make sense of it, do it. But also be
careful not to put the burden of your education on other people when
there's a whole wide world of resources out there. Questions can also
be directed to Nicole Aronson at nmachampagne@yahoo.com or 860839-4260.
Read the article here.

Volunteer with
Presbyterian Promise Leaders
at Pride Festival and DragFest
Saturday, June 26
The town of West Hartford has organized
activities throughout June in celebration of
Pride month. On June 26 there will be a Pride
Festival and Dragfest. Presbyterian Promise,
of which Westminster is a member, will have
a table at the event. If you'd be willing to
help out at the booth with Presbyterian
Promise leaders please contact Dick Hasbany
at hasbanydick@gmail.com or 413-341-3011.
You can find the full West Hartford Pride calendar here.

MISSION AWARENESS SPEAKER SERIES
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
in Puerto Rico
Thank you to everyone who has shown past and present interest in
the support of ongoing recovery programs on behalf of the island and
people of Puerto Rico.
With the devastation from Irma and Maria, followed most recently by
the earthquakes and Covid-19, there will be great need for continuous
support on so many fronts.
Over the next several months, we will build an action plan for making
service trips to PR in 2022. This is in an effort to be ready when
volunteer groups can reengage on the island when called, as we did in
2019.
We will keep everyone updated as to progress made, what new
support can be initiated long distance, and relevant information to all
recovery activities when updated from PDA USA and/or PDA of Puerto
Rico.
Meanwhile, below is a link to many resources that may strike a chord
for connecting you further to Puerto Rico, it’s past, present, and
future, along with a look back at our own service trips in 2019. You
will also find a recording of the June 13 Mission Awareness Speaker
Series by clicking on the button below.
Click here for Recovery in Puerto Rico Resource List
Click here for Westminster's 2019 Mission Trips Video
If you have any questions or would like further information, please
contact Michael Seltzer at 727-430-9815
or michaelbpd10@gmail.com.

Link to Speaker Series Recording

Prayers of the People.
We pray for those near and far:
Pam Torsiello’s father, Walter Walsh, as he transitions from this
life;
Dan Bender, who is undergoing quintuple bypass surgery on

Thursday, June 24;
All who are sick or struggling with chronic illness in this time.
May they be comforted;
All who are worried for themselves or for the safety of their
loved ones. May they find peace in God's presence;
All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression.
May they know God's steadfast love;
Those who are caring for aging loved ones. May they be
heartened and refreshed;
Communities affected by violence and injustice. May they be
sustained and strengthened.

We celebrate with...
Our high school and college graduates including:
Ella Kimberly, Joshua Sirman and Nathan Souza, Conard High
School;
Brooks McConnell and Lauren Rekow, Hall High School;
Elizabeth and Samantha Erickson, Farmington High School;
Jack Zapata, Worcester Academy;
Liam Douglass, Northeastern University, B.S. in Computer
Science;
Gwen Geisler, Colby College, B.A. in Psychology with a minor in
Chemistry;
Hope Raney, Franklin and Marshall College, B.A. in English
(Writing) and Spanish;
Jackson Scigulinsky, Florida State University, B.S. in Economics;
Nicole Souza, University of Connecticut, B.S. in Allied Health
Science.

We grieve with...
Stacy Raney and family as they mourn the sudden death of her
brother-in-law, John Lynch;
Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the
death of loved ones. May they be comforted.

We continue to pray for...
Rhoda Brannon; Ashley Aronson; Pam Rekow’s father, David; Ed
Carney; Doreen Springsteen-Gibbes; Janet Wade-Utay's brother,
George; Janet Wade-Utay's sister-in-law, Jen; Art Riihimaki; Liz
Grabber's father Charlie Allen; Jenna Sheridan's friend, MaryElla;
Marissa Torsiello; Karen Sprout’s sister, Kathryn; Ethan Amundsen;
Stella Madjitey; Barbara Riihimaki's cousin Gordon; Peter Benner; Jen
Buffat; Muriel Sherman; Janet Wade-Utay's sister Katheryn Atkin;
Sara DeGraff's sister; and Len Oshinskie's brother-in-law Greg.
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