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Learn About Tax Advantaged Charitable Giving 
After Worship Today in the Covenant Room 

 

This Sunday, December 8 at 11:15 a.m. we are privileged to have tax Attorney Kelly 
Peck speak to us in the Covenant Room on tax advantaged charitable giving.  Please 
attend and learn how to maximize the effect of your giving to Westminster (and to other 
worthy charities) under the new IRS tax code.  For more information, contact John 
Berman at JBerman@westhartfordlaw.com. 

 
Join us for a Paper Bag Christmas Pageant at  

our 5:00 p.m. Family Service on Christmas Eve!  
 

This Christmas Eve we’re going to try something new – a Paper Bag Christmas 
Pageant!  The Paper Bag Christmas Pageant is simple. A paper bag will be given at the 
door to each person (adults and children alike!). Inside the paper bag is a prop that 
reveals one’s part (angel’s halo or a king’s crown, for example). There are no lines to 
speak. As a narrator reads the story of Jesus’ birth, the pageant director will cue the 
participants when it is time to come forward.  
 
The beauty of the Paper Bag Christmas Pageant is that there are no rehearsals, costume 
fittings or lines to memorize.  And everyone who wants to be a part of this can 
participate.  As we’ve learned in recent years, the joy of being a part of a Christmas 
pageant is not just for children – adult sheep, shepherds and stars have just as much fun. 
This one hour service welcomes all, so invite your family and friends.  In addition to the 
pageant, the service will include special music and many Christmas carols, and will 
conclude with traditional candle lighting. 
 
People of all ages and levels of excitement are welcome in the service.  In addition, we 
will have childcare available in our nursery. 

 
 

            Advent Word-A-Day Challenge  
 
This year Westminster is participating in an Advent devotional practice 
on social media.  Look for our Facebook posts each day with a different 
word and photo.  Words so far have included “UNEXPECTED”, 
“TIME”, “HUMBLE” and more!  We invite you to think and pray 

about what each word means to you, and then write your thoughts or post a photo in the 
comments.  Use the hashtags #westpresby and #westpresbyadvent to find and see all of 
the posts.  We hope that this practice will help you center and provide food for thought 
as we move through this season. 
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               The Angel Tree is Here! 
Donate a Gift to a Child in Need this Christmas  

 
Help to bring holiday cheer to families who are putting their lives 
together again. It's simple. Take an angel tag from the tree in the 
foyer, buy a modest gift for the child on the angel, and return that 

gift, wrapped with the tag attached, under the angel tree by December 16. These 
gifts will benefit the children of our adopted social worker Nadia Palaez with the 
Department of Children and Families in Hartford. Nadia serves children and families 
impacted by domestic violence. Please help insure some happiness for a needy child this 
Christmas!  Pick up your Angel today and walk in the tradition of the Magi!  

      
             Getting to Know You Annual Christmas Gathering 
  Wednesday, December 18 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Circle 

 

On Wednesday, December 18, Getting to Know You, a daytime fellowship 
gathering open to all, will have their annual Christmas gathering from 11:30 
a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Fireside Circle. Lasagna, bread and salads will be provided. 
Please bring brownies, your favorite Christmas cookies or cupcakes to share for dessert.  
Any questions, please contact Cyndi Brown at 860-561-5049 or scbrown11@mac.com. 
Hope you can join us for this festive event! 
 

CHAOS Serves at Loaves & Fishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Westminster youth and parents served more than 80 guests at Loaves & Fishes the day 
after Thanksgiving.  
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 Celebrate Christ’s Gifts to Us with a Collection for South Park Inn 
During the Christmas Season 

 
 

Every year, Westminster celebrates Christ's gifts to us through a gift offering 
coordinated by the Deacons. This year we are collecting items to give to South Park 
Inn .  For years Westminster has been there to provide and serve dinner to the residents 
of South Park Inn Homeless Shelter in Hartford, the fourth Tuesday of every month. 
South Park Inn is a emergency shelter in Hartford, CT in operation since 1982.  
  
Upon our request, South Park Inn has submitted a list of the following essential items in 
need at this time:   
  

 (New) Men’s Sweatpants  M-3XL 
 (New) Men’s Sweatshirts with hoods – M-3XL 
 (New) Women’s Sweatshirts with hoods – M-3XL 
 Walmart and Stop & Shop Gift Cards 
 (New)  Men’s Boxers – M-3XL 
 (New) Women’s Briefs – M-3XL 
 Disposable Razors 
 Laundry Detergent 
 Spray Deodorant 
 Ground Coffee/powdered creamer/sugar 

  
These donations will be collected throughout Advent in the boxes at the back of the 
sanctuary. Items do not need to be wrapped and will most certainly be very welcomed 
gifts for those in need. Thank you for contributing! 

 

      
                       Longest Night Service 
  Wednesday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
 
For many, the holiday season is a busy, bittersweet time of year.  
While we are encouraged to be full of merriment and cheer, many 
are in a time of solitude and darkness. We long for a place of quiet 
and calm. As we enter the darkest night of the year, let us come 
together as a community, remembering that in the darkness there is 
the promise of light.  This service is a time of special music, 
scripture, stories, silent reflection, healing prayer and communion.  

For more information, speak with Rev. Julie Emery or contact the church office at 860-
521-6240.                        
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       GHIAA Next Steps:  Speaking to You! 
 
After a successful "Founding" on Oct 28, The Greater Hartford 
Interfaith Action Alliance, (GHIAA), is off to a great start. Thanks to 
all who attended the event at Central Connecticut State University. 
There was good press coverage of this event and several action items 
have already been initiated. For example, there is already progress 
being made by the health care team to open a charity pharmacy in 
Hartford. In addition to the health care team, the other working groups 

are in Housing, Education, Gun Violence, and Criminal Justice Reform. If you have 
interest in joining any of these work groups, please contact any of the GHIAA Core 
Team members.  
 
The next step to follow-up on the excitement generated from the Founding will be   
one- on-one meetings that the "Core Team" will conduct with members of the 
congregation. The goal of these meetings is simply to build relationships and to 
explore member's interests and passions. The Core Team (pictured below from left to 
right) are Cindy Buckley, Peter Benner, Nicole Aronson, Heather McBride, Nancy 
Sousa and Tom Buckley. 
 
Over the course of the next year the Core Team 
will reach out with the hope of meeting with each 
member of the congregation. They look forward to 
getting to know you as we strive to build a more 
relational church. Stay tuned for more details. 

 
 
   
 
 

25 Thanksgiving Baskets Delivered to DCF Families! 
 

This year, thanks to your generous and thoughtful donations made during the 
Thanksgiving Basket drive, Westminster was able to donate 25 complete Thanksgiving 
meals.  There were also a few extra gift cards which we gave to our Social Worker, 
Nadia Palaez. Nadia intends to use them to purchase additional food for the larger 
families. These meals went to families in need. We support these families through the 
Department of Children and Families and Covenant to Care. Thank you very much for 
your support for this very important and worthy event. 
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Prayers for Westminster Family and Friends 
  

Prayer concerns are also available through our weekly e-mail. If you’d like to receive 
Westminster’s weekly e-mail and other updates, or have prayer concerns you’d like to have 
shared, please contact Becky Kimberly at the church office at 860-521-6240 or  
e-mail office@westpresby.org or Nicole Aronson at nmachampagne@yahoo.com.  
  
We pray for…   
 Alan Zapata’s mother Louise Beville who is ailing; 
 Susie Scoville’s brother John who is having health issues; 
 Diane Smith who is recovering from a car accident; 
 Bob Gillis for continued healing; 
 Barbara Hutton who is struggling with health issues; 
 El Harp who is at the Reservoir Rehabilitation facility recovering from surgery; 
 All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression; 
 Those who are caring for aging loved ones; 
 Communities affected by violence here at home and abroad. 
 
We grieve with… 
 Jenna Sheridan and her family on the passing of her grandmother Peggy; 
 Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the death of loved ones. 
 
We continue to pray for. . . 
Ma’Lynn Feingold; The Rev. Susan Power Trucksess’ daughter Kristen and her 
husband Ron; Peter Benner’s infant grand-niece Henley; Ron Buchanan; Dan Souza’s 
mother Mariann; Jen Buffat; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt Katie; Karen Wagner; Ellie Brown, 
friend of the Hammonds;  Katie Osoba; Anne Carney’s cousin DeAnn; Roz 
Montgomery’s family friend Jeff; Ann Cox’s friend Barbara; Becky Kimberly’s cousin 
Elizabeth; Janet Wade-Utay’s friend Gloria; Art Riihimaki; Roz Montgomery; Marissa 
Torsiello; Eliza Cleaveland’s 7-year-old nephew Nathan; Jason Emery; Efren Rivera, 
one of our friends from Puerto Rico, and his wife Athenit Vila; Sara DeGraff’s sister; 
Len Oshinskie’s brother-in-law Greg; George and Nancy Dewey’s daughter Beth; 
Gary; Cathy White; Russ Cormier’s mother Jen; and Ann Osoba’s mother Mary Jo.  
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Advent is Here! 
 

This Sunday marks the first Sunday in Advent.  The following are upcoming 
events for this joyous holiday season, so mark your calendars!   

 
 

Sunday, December 15 LIFT Sunday 
    Exploring Patience in a Season of Waiting 
    10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.   
  
 

Wednesday, December 18 Longest Night Service  
    7:00 p.m. worship service in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, December 22 Stories of Love 
 

 Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
      5:00 p.m.   Family Christmas Eve Service 
             Interactive Pageant for all! 
     9:00 p.m.   Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
             Candlelight and Communion 

 
 

 
This Week’s Church Activities 

Sun. Dec. 8  8:00 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal            Handbell Room 
   9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
  10:00 am Worship Service          Sanctuary 
  11:15 am  Tax Advantage Giving Workshop       Covenant Room        
    5:00 pm CHAOS Youth Group (WeHaYG)                  St. John’s 
Tues. Dec. 10 12:00 pm Staff Meeting                           Library 
   7:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting     Smart Room 
Weds. Dec. 11  9:30 am  Presbytery COM      Smart Room 
   6:30 pm Church Leadership Meeting            Fellowship Hall 
Thurs. Dec. 12  1:00 pm Presbytery Roundtable      Smart Room 
   7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
Sun. Dec. 15    LIFT SUNDAY 
                10:00 am—12 pm 
    5:00 pm CHAOS Youth Group              Fellowship Hall 



8 

 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Vision & Mission Statements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
Leadership of Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church    2080 Boulevard     West Hartford, Connecticut  06107 
    Phone: 860-521-6240     E-mail: office@westpresby.org    Web:  www.westpresby.org 

Mike McElroy, Church Sexton 
Paul D. Sigler, Church Sexton Assistant 

Wanda Bender, Security Coordinator   
Jeannine Stimson, Bookkeeper 

The Rev. Julie Emery, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dr. Stuart Paul Duncan, Minister of Music  

Karen Hammond, Director of Faith Formation 
Becky Kimberly, Church Administrator 

 

Westminster is a vital, engaging, inclusive family of faith that serves God by: 
supporting each other on our spiritual journeys, sharing the gifts we have been given, 

and demonstrating the love and justice of Christ in our community and world. 
 

Westminster offers living proof of a loving God.  

Flourish   
Nicole Aronson, Elder    

Heather McBride, Elder 

Worship  
Marie MacKellar–Nogueira, Elder 

Jenna Sheridan, Elder                              

Engage 
Barbara Riihimaki, Elder 

 

Sustain 
Myles Altimus, Elder 
Anne Carney, Clerk 
David Hall, Elder 

Care 
Ashley Aronson, Deacon 

Nicole Aronson, Elder    
JoAnne Berry, Deacon 
Marcia DeBolt, Deacon 

Ma’Lynn Feingold, Deacon 
Jean Summers, Deacon 

Serve 
Adam Bender, Deacon 

Tom Buckley, Elder 
Helena Offei, Deacon 
Len Oshinskie, Elder 

Michael Seltzer, Deacon 
Nancy Souza, Deacon 
Nathan Souza, Deacon 


