
  

 

This Week at Westminster 
December 1, 2019 

  

Advent is Here! 
 

This Sunday marks the first Sunday in Advent.  The following are upcoming 
events for this joyous holiday season, so mark your calendars!   

 

Sunday, December 8  A Service of Lessons and Carols    
    See more information below 
 

Sunday, December 15 LIFT Sunday 
    Exploring Patience in a Season of Waiting 
    10:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.     
 

Wednesday, December 18 Longest Night Service  
    7:00 p.m. worship service in the Chapel 
 

Sunday, December 22 Stories of Love 
 

 Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
      5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service 
       Interactive Pageant for all! 
     9:00 p.m.     Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
       Candlelight and Communion 

 

   Celebrate Advent with Scripture and Song! 
           A Service of Lessons and Carols  
          Sunday, December 8 at 10:00 a.m. 
    

As we enter into this time of anticipation and preparation, join us in 
worship next Sunday for a very special Advent Service of Lessons and 
Carols. We will be led in song, cherish the gifts of our Chancel and Bell 

Choirs, and experience the presence of God in the songs and stories of our faith. Join in the 
experience and let our music ministry usher you into this Advent season!  
 
In honor of the gift of music at Westminster, a special offering will be given to the Tilton 
Scholarship Fund. The Tilton Fund, given in memory of long-time choir members Dick and 
Elaine Tilton and their musically gifted son Todd, who died of AIDS, allows Westminster 
to support student choral musicians. These students are foundational to our choir as support 
for each of the four parts, as well as a blessing to our community as they share their gifts in 
worship. Additionally, Westminster gives them a church home, supportive community and 
an opportunity to grow their professional experience and repertoire.  You won’t want to 
miss this special day! 
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Next Week is Giving Tuesday! 
Show Your Gratitude and Support Westminster Through E-Giving 

 
On Giving Tuesday, join the people of #westpresby as we build connections that fuel 
transformation. 
 
As people of faith, as people created in the image of God, we are about that Heaven-On-
Earth life. We are about connections that fuel transformation. We are about small acts 
that when they add up become large movements. We are about casseroles that end 
hunger, about love-filled-welcome that combats suicide, about Christmas gifts that 
conquer the hopelessness of poverty, about flower delivery that vanquishes loneliness.  
 
We may not know how God means to transform the universe, but we trust that God has 
the power to do this through us. Westminster is about the transformative power of God’s 
love. And that transformation is both simple, mundane even... and also holy and 
powerful beyond our imaginings. So join in the transformation! 
 
If you have pledged to help support our transformative ministry, now is a great time to 
fulfill that pledge and consider if you might be able to give more. If you did not pledge 
this year, perhaps God is calling you now to join in our ministry and mission. And now 
it is easier than ever to be a part of God’s love at Westminster. Download the GivePlus 
App and give with a credit card! You too can be living proof of God’s love! 

 
          Sisters in the Spirit 
Tuesday, December 3 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
“Sisters in the Spirit” is an evening women’s Bible Study held 
on the first Tuesday of the month. Our next gathering will be 
on December 3 at 6:00 p.m. in the library. Diane Smith will 

lead the group in studying Chapter 1: “God Is with Us Wherever We Are” from the 
Sisters of the Spirit newly adopted Bible studies series, God's Promise- I Am With You. 
There is nothing to prep and all necessary materials will be provided at the 
meeting.  Come and join us! If you have any questions please contact Diane Smith at 
(857) 998-0215 or email her at smithdiane2009@gmail.com. 

                     

mailto:smithdiane2009@gmail.com
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     Getting to Know You Annual Christmas Gathering 
Wednesday, December 18 at 11:30 a.m. in the Fireside Circle 

 

On Wednesday, December 18, Getting to Know You, a daytime fellowship 
gathering open to all, will have their annual Christmas gathering from 11:30 

a.m.—1:00 p.m. in the Fireside Circle. Lasagna, bread and salads will be provided. 
Please bring brownies, your favorite Christmas cookies or cupcakes to share for dessert.  
Any questions, please contact Cyndi Brown at 860-561-5049 or scbrown11@mac.com. 
Hope you can join us for this festive event! 
 

Learn About Tax Advantaged Charitable Giving 
Sunday, December 8 at 11:30 a.m. in the Covenant Room 

 

On Sunday, December 8 at 11:30 a.m. we are privileged to have  tax Attorney Kelly 
Peck speak to us in the Covenant Room on tax advantaged charitable giving.  Please 
attend and learn how to maximize the effect of your giving to Westminster (and to other 
worthy charities) under the new IRS tax code.  For more information, contact John 
Berman at JBerman@westhartfordlaw.com. 
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          Make an Advent Calendar!  
 

Advent is here!  To help you celebrate and reflect during this sacred season, we’re 
offering each family a simple Advent calendar. The calendars are actually a collection 
of 24 envelopes.  When you open an envelope each day you’ll find a hand-illustrated 
card that has a suggestion of a spiritual practice that will help you watch, wait, prepare 
and pray your way through Advent.  Please feel free to stop by the Fellowship Hall 
following worship to make an Advent Calendar for your family.  The kits are available 
following worship this Sunday. 

 
       GHIAA Next Steps:  Speaking to You! 
 
After a successful "Founding" on Oct 28, The Greater Hartford Interfaith 
Action Alliance, (GHIAA), is off to a great start. Thanks to all who 
attended the event at Central Connecticut State University. There was 
good press coverage of this event and several action items have already 
been initiated. For example, there is already progress being made by the 
health care team to open a charity pharmacy in Hartford. In addition to 
the health care team, the other working groups are in Housing, 

Education, Gun Violence, and Criminal Justice Reform. If you have interest in joining 
any of these work groups, please contact any of the GHIAA Core Team members.  
 
The next step to follow-up on the excitement generated from the Founding will be   
one- on-one meetings that the "Core Team" will conduct with members of the 
congregation. The goal of these meetings is simply to build relationships and to 
explore member's interests and passions. The Core Team (pictured below from left to 
right) are Cindy Buckley, Peter Benner, Nicole Aronson, Heather McBride, Nancy 
Sousa and Tom Buckley. 
 
Over the course of the next year the Core 
Team will reach out with the hope of meeting 
with each member of the congregation. They 
look forward to getting to know you as we 
strive to build a more relational church. Stay 
tuned for more details. 

 
Interested in getting involved and becoming 
part of the Core Team? GHIAA is having 
Orientation Sessions. The next one is 
Wednesday, December 4 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Center for Leadership and Justice on 47 Vine Street, Hartford. Also you can speak with 
a member of the Core Team for more information! 
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         Thank You to Our Faithful Knitters  
           Taking Part in the Scarf Ministry 
 

Westminster is again participating with First Presbyterian Church 
in Hartford with their scarf ministry.  This ministry is designed to 
help those in need, especially the homeless population, find a little 
warmth during the cold months.  This ministry has already given 
out over 50 scarfs this year.  Knitters from Westminster including, 
Ann Cox, Eliza Cleaveland, Donna Morrison and Jean Summers 

have been busy making scarfs, and we have already contributed several bags of 
scarfs.  Our thanks to these dedicated members for the gift of their talents to help those in 
need.  If anyone else is interested in knitting for this ministry, please contact Cyndi 
Brown at scbrown11@mac.com.  

 

Update from the Session’s November Meeting 
 
Session met on November 20, 2019 for a regular monthly meeting. We started the 
meeting reflecting on our faith, how we came to Westminster, why we stay and why we 
are in leadership.  We then discussed the 2020 preliminary budget in light of how to 
diversify our income, how to balance our dreams and wishes that inspire us to give of our 
time, talents and treasure with the reality that our income doesn’t cover our expenses, 
what is the purpose of our endowment, and how we can model our faith.  Elders and 
Deacons will meet together on December 11 for a potluck supper and to discuss the final 
budget.   
 
Westminster’s leadership teams continue to be busy: 
 

The Engage Team is working on Stewardship and how to inform people about all 
the things that are happening at Westminster.   
 

The Flourish Team is planning a meeting for parents and youth to discuss a 
mission trip to City Service Mission in NYC.   
 

Worship Team leader  Elder Jenna Sheridan held a soup and bread lunch meeting 
for ushers and greeters on October 27.  The team is looking new ways to schedule 
ushers and greeters.   

 

The Serve Team has re-established Westminster’s relationship important with 
Covenant to Care. 

 

The Care Team has established visitors for people who can’t get to church so that 
they will feel connected. 

 

The Sustain Team continues to update our buildings and grounds and is 
completing a personnel review of all staff. 

 

Detailed minutes for the meeting can be found at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

mailto:scbrown11@mac.com
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Prayers for Westminster Family and Friends 
  

Prayer concerns are also available through our weekly e-mail. If you’d like to receive 
Westminster’s weekly e-mail and other updates, or have prayer concerns you’d like to have 
shared, please contact Becky Kimberly at the church office at 860-521-6240 or  
e-mail office@westpresby.org or Nicole Aronson at nmachampagne@yahoo.com.  
  
We pray for…   
 Diane Smith who is recovering from a car accident; 
 Susie Scoville’s brother John who is recovering from a fall; 
 Barbara Hutton who is struggling with health issues; 
 El Harp who is at the Reservoir Rehabilitation facility recovering from surgery to 

repair a broken hip; 
 Bob Gillis who is recovering at Newington Rapid Recovery Rehabilitation Center 

following a brief hospital stay; 
 The Rev. Susan Power Trucksess’ daughter Kristen and her husband Ron following 

a devastating car accident. Both are in the hospital, Ron with broken bones and 
Kristen with grave injuries;  

 Jenna Sheridan’s grandmother Peggy who is struggling with continued health 
issues; 

 All those who struggle with mental health issues and depression; 
 Those who are caring for aging loved ones; 
 Communities affected by violence here at home and abroad. 
 
We celebrate with… 
 Ma’Lynn Feingold who is home following a lengthy hospital stay. 
 
We grieve with… 
 Friends and families of those in recent months who mourn the death of loved ones. 
 
We continue to pray for. . . 
Peter Benner’s infant grand-niece Henley; Ron Buchanan; Dan Souza’s mother 
Mariann; Jen Buffat; Rachel Lloyd’s Aunt Katie; Karen Wagner; Ellie Brown, friend of 
the Hammonds;  Katie Osoba; Anne Carney’s cousin DeAnn; Roz Montgomery’s 
family friend Jeff; Ann Cox’s friend Barbara; Becky Kimberly’s cousin Elizabeth; Janet 
Wade-Utay’s friend Gloria; Art Riihimaki; Roz Montgomery; Marissa Torsiello; Eliza 
Cleaveland’s 7-year-old nephew Nathan; Jason Emery; Efren Rivera, one of our new 
friends from Puerto Rico, and his wife Athenit Vila; Sara DeGraff’s sister; Len 
Oshinskie’s brother-in-law Greg; George and Nancy Dewey’s daughter Beth; Gary; 
Cathy White; Russ Cormier’s mother Jen; and Ann Osoba’s mother Mary Jo.  
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This Week’s Church Activities 

Sun. Dec. 1  8:00 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal            Handbell Room 
   9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
   9:00 am Westminster Salon            Covenant Room 
  10:00 am Worship Service          Sanctuary          
Tues. Dec. 3 12:00 pm Staff Meeting                   Smart Room 
   2:00 pm Stewardship Committee             Library 
   6:00 pm Sisters in the Spirit              Library 
Weds. Dec. 4  9:30 am Presbytery Committee on Ministry    Smart Room 
Thurs. Dec. 5  6:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
Fri. Dec. 6  6:00 pm Vanessa Pare Senior Recital         Sanctuary 
Sat. Dec. 7  8:00 am Rehearsal for Handbell and Chancel Choir     Sanctuary 
Sun. Dec. 8  8:00 am Handbell Choir Rehearsal            Handbell Room 
   9:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal         Sanctuary 
   9:00 am Westminster Salon            Covenant Room 
  10:00 am Worship Service          Sanctuary 
  11:30 am  Tax Advantage Giving Workshop       Covenant Room        
    5:00 pm CHAOS Youth Group (WeHaYG)                  St. John’s 
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Westminster Presbyterian Church Vision & Mission Statements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church Staff 

 
Leadership of Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 
 

   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster Presbyterian Church    2080 Boulevard     West Hartford, Connecticut  06107 
    Phone: 860-521-6240     E-mail: office@westpresby.org    Web:  www.westpresby.org 

Mike McElroy, Church Sexton 
Paul D. Sigler, Church Sexton Assistant 

Wanda Bender, Security Coordinator   
Jeannine Stimson, Bookkeeper 

The Rev. Julie Emery, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dr. Stuart Paul Duncan, Minister of Music  

Karen Hammond, Director of Faith Formation 
Becky Kimberly, Church Administrator 

 

Westminster is a vital, engaging, inclusive family of faith that serves God by: 
supporting each other on our spiritual journeys, sharing the gifts we have been given, 

and demonstrating the love and justice of Christ in our community and world. 
 

Westminster offers living proof of a loving God.  

Flourish   
Nicole Aronson, Elder    

Heather McBride, Elder 

Worship  
Marie MacKellar–Nogueira, Elder 

Jenna Sheridan, Elder                              

Engage 
Barbara Riihimaki, Elder 

 

Sustain 
Myles Altimus, Elder 
Anne Carney, Clerk 
David Hall, Elder 

Care 
Ashley Aronson, Deacon 

Nicole Aronson, Elder    
JoAnne Berry, Deacon 
Marcia DeBolt, Deacon 

Ma’Lynn Feingold, Deacon 
Jean Summers, Deacon 

Serve 
Adam Bender, Deacon 

Tom Buckley, Elder 
Helena Offei, Deacon 
Len Oshinskie, Elder 

Michael Seltzer, Deacon 
Nancy Souza, Deacon 
Nathan Souza, Deacon 


