
Dear Westminster Family, 

 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of Christ. 

 

The staff and leaders of Westminster have been following the developments 

regarding the coronavirus (COVID-19) and have been in conversations with 

presbytery leaders, health care workers and community leaders throughout this 

week determining actions for our community of faith. As news has changed 

rapidly, our decisions and discussions have tried to keep pace. 

 

On the recommendation of the Presbytery of Southern New England, Westminster 

will be suspending public worship and public gathering until at least the end 

of March.  This recommendation came to us this afternoon and tonight the Session 

of Westminster met and concurred with this recommendation. This means that all 

in-person gatherings at the church will be suspended until further notice. 

 

We understand that there are a variety of feelings about these decisions. You may 

think that these precautionary measures are extreme. Medical professionals and 

governmental leaders are telling us that seeking to prevent the spread of this virus 

is essential. This virus is particularly dangerous to people over the age of 60, and 

many people under the age of 40 could be carriers with no presenting symptoms. 

This makes this virus particularly dangerous for a multi-generational church family 

like ours. As Christians, our call is to care for the least of these.  God invites us to 

make decisions that prioritize those most vulnerable to this outbreak, rather than to 

privilege the strong and healthy. Therefore, we feel we must stand on the side of 

caution and care. 

 

We are also aware of the groups of people who are likely to be adversely affected 

by school closures, increased anxiety and suspicion, and increased isolation. We 

are reaching out to the local school districts to learn how we might help support the 

27% of West Hartford students who are on free or reduced lunches. We are 

reaching out to the AA groups that meet in our building to see how we can support 

them while they cannot meet face to face. 

 

As a Session we also want to proclaim that as people of faith, we stand against 

racism and xenophobia, fueled by fear and anxiety, towards groups of people, 

particularly those of Asian descent, people who have traveled, and emergency 

responders or healthcare professionals. We hold these groups in prayer and stand 

with them in love and concern. 

 



We are deeply concerned with the increased isolation and fear that is present as we 

all take steps to stay safe and healthy.  To that end, we are in the process of 

developing ways for us to connect as a family of faith in the coming season:   

 

Pastors throughout the presbytery are in the process of planning a virtual, online 

worship service which will begin March 22, so that we might continue to feel 

connected to each other and to God's presence.  Church leaders will be calling 

members of our congregation to check in and support each other in this time of 

isolation and anxiety. We are working on developing online Bible studies through 

Zoom so that we might "meet," connect and pray with and for one another. 

Invitations and links to these opportunities will be forthcoming. 

 

Meanwhile, we urge each of our members to take the necessary steps to keep 

yourselves safe and healthy in this time.  Avoid public gatherings, especially those 

who are most vulnerable. Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds (The first verse 

of "Amazing Grace" is a good amount of time!). Connect to one another on the 

phone to avoid isolation and being overwhelmed by anxiety.  And finally, stay up 

to date and educated on the virus through reliable sources (links to some are 

included on our website. 

 

As we pray with and for one another in these anxious times, and as we seek to 

make wise decisions for our church community we lean on the words of the 

Prophet Jeremiah: "But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare....for 

surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and 

not for harm, to give you a future with hope."  (Jeremiah 29:7, 11) 

 

In faith, 

 

Rev. Julie Emery and the members of the Westminster Session. 
 


